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MONTHLY NOTES. 


Ir was at the very moment of our May number going to press that war broke 
out between the United States and Spain. In a hurried note at 

Evangelical Alliance Intelligence we urged the pressing need for united 
importunate prayer that the conflict might speedily be brought to an end, and 
peace established on a firm basis. It is just possible that this paragraph 
may have been overlooked by some of oar readers. We therefore call 
attention to 
plead that Christian people throughout the world should bring the two 
belligerent nations before our common Father's throne in earnest supplication 
at some hour every day till war between them ceases. Such a union of 
Christian hearts in intercession for the cessation of hostilities cannot fail to 
reach the ear of God. And who can say how soon such pleadings may briny 
about a peaceful termination of this sad struggle? The Alliance has warin 
supporters in each of these countries. If these brethren were thus to unite in 
prayer, it would certainly exert a powerful influence in securing the object 
so much to be desired. The manifestation of this Christian spirit would also 
promote brotherly love, and help to soften any feelings of bitterness which 


may now cause estrangement. — 


tin — 
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— — 


The May meetings this year have been more crowded and evoked greater 
enthusiasm than ever. The Church Missionary Society's anniversary reaches 
a steadily increasing circle of constituents; eight meetings were held in con- 
nexion with it on May 3, and it is computed that they were attended by at 
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Handley Moule. Uniting as he does 
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the 
Christian missions. He showed how the mystery 
had so long concealed Africa from our view; and he 

present moment there were orly two masses of territory untouched 
Gospel in the world—Thibet with Nepaul, and the Soudan. 
thankfully to the rich results which had been the 
Gleaners Union, and he showed what a mighty impulse had been 
the missionary movement, radiating from the tent at Keswick. He 


intense as now for men to be sent into the mission-field who should be filled 
with the Spirit of God. 


Mr. T. R. Mott. Quiet in his manner, and clear in his statements, yet full 
of a concentrated energy, he graphically sketched the history and present 
position of the remarkable missionary movement with which he is identified, 
and described a tour prolific in spiritual results. There are 6,000 names on 
the roll of the Students’ Volunteer Missionary Union, 

already reached the foreign field. During the last year 
been systematically studying missionary topics in 0 

of the Union is to quicken the spiritual life of its members, and to unite 
Christian students all over the world by the tie of the prayer of faith and the 
labour of love. In Mr. Mott’s tour round the world he had met no less than 
1,300 missionaries, and observed the work of seventy societies, and there was 
only one other that he considered could compare with the Church Missionary 
Society in wisdom, spirituality, and success. At the St. James's Hall meeting 
on the same day the audience were much interested by the good sense of the 
Rev. J. C. Hoare (soon to be raised to the episcopate); the spirituality. of 
Mr. Fisher, of Uganda; and by the liveliness of the Rev. J. G. Garrett, of 


Ceylon. 


At the annual meeting of the British & Foreign Bible Society, the 
Secretaries were able to speak of encouragement in the midst of trouble and 
perplexity. In spite of disturbances in China, and pestilence, with famine, in 
India, the circulation of the Word of God had increased in both those 
countries. A richer spiritual life had succeeded to the persecutions in Turkey. 
And though met by Jesuit opposition in France, and by similar intrigues 
in Italy, the Gospel had taken deeper root and the Bible had been increasingly 
studied. In fact, the total circulation of the Scriptures exceeded that of the 
previous year by 600,000. The Earl of Harrowby emphasised these points in 
his openjug address. We were thankful for the Bishop of London's declaration 


least 10,000 On the evening before, St. Bride's was very closely 
the false Gospels which tended to obscure the central doctrine of our Lord's 
Atonement, and he insisted that the call had never been so acute and so | 
| At the annual meeting in Exeter Hall the Bishop of London bore witness 
10 to the excellent manner in which the work of this Society was carried on, and 
>; to the high qualifications for the ministry attained by the students trained at 
the Islington College. The most remarkable speech of the day was given by | 
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He stated that his conversion was typical of 


to curse the name of Jesus. 
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that it was the belief of Protestant Englishmen that the Scriptures might be 
ciroulated without an explanation purporting to come from authority; and he 
pointed out that Jesus Christ spoke to the heart and conscience of each 
individual soul. Principal Fairbairn showed the influence of the Book upon 
the English people: how it filled the soul of Milton, and became the passion 
of all the poets. The address of the Rev. M. 8. Watkinson also made a deep 
impression upon the audience. 

The latent Protestant feeling of the country has been 
in a very manifest degree. A height of folly has 

Ethelburga’s, and by the cross-worship 
has brought down the condemnation o 
has spoken out boldly on the dishonest 
| has received the thanks of several 
morning of May 2, and on the afternoon 
was largely and influentially attended. 
promised to assist Mr. Kensit in 
following day, a still greater 
ited meeting was held in the afternoon 
the evening a vast assemblage of 4, 
utmost capacity. It would seem as 
of awakening from its long torpor with reference to this 
| ; but it is absolutely necessary that determined and per- 
be taken, or else all this enthusiasm will disappear, like 
cry of more than forty years ago. The points at issue 
have engaged the attention of the Bishops in the House of Convocation. But 
we fear that they are far too sanguine with regard to the position and prospects 
|B of the Church of England. They think that the clergy are almost ready to 
| submit to Episcopal authority. Alas! too many of the Bishops are themselves 
: infected by the Ritualistic poison, and will never take decisive steps to prevent 
| or inhibit idolatrous or illegal practices in others. Yet, unless this evil be 
firmly withstood, there is great danger that the Establishment will be broken 
up, and that true religion will be seriously wounded by those who profess to 
be its advocates. 

The annual meeting of the London Society for Promoting Christianity 
among the Jews was well and influentially attended. A very remarkable speech 
at Damascus, and at Hexham; he contended that Jewish converts were not 
ignorant, by the examples of Bishop Hellmuth, Dr. Stern, Professor Cassel, 
and Mr. Margoliouth, who gave his son such à training that he became 
one of the most. famous men Oxford ever produced. He urged that it was 
incorrect to judge of the success of the work solely by the number of the 
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Several meetings have been held of late in connexion with the centenary 
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It was mentioned at the meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society that 


nearly £10,000 had been raised for it by an urgent appeal. The interest in 


this cause is evidently great, as seven meetings were held in one day on its 
behalf. The principal gathering was a very hearty one. Mr. Baynes, the 
secretary, said that the year's survey was one of mingled sunshine and shadow. 
The Rev. J. R. Stephens stated that there were only 200 miles between the 
outposts of the Congo and the Uganda mission, and that they must soon 
and he observed that the Philippine Islands loudly called for emancipation. 
There was no rule so cruel, and no oppression so intolerable, as that of the 


meet. The well-known Dr. George Smith was the chairman of the meeting, 
Spaniards in this colony. 


The 


Dr. A. Kk. H. Boyd testified to the delight 


which the publications of this Society had brought him when a boy. 


Bishop of London mentioned that “The Pilgrim's Progress had been published 


of the Religious Tract Society. 
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; during the last twont of being met by 
by them. In fact, exten by 
was one of the greatest hindrances to their success among 
may add that Mr. Schönberger and Mr. Baron conduct a Bi 
Whitechapel, attended by at least seventy Jews, and they listen 
expositions of the parables in the New Testamert. Mr. Baron 
that the cry, 4 mort les Juifs!" has often been heard in 
last few days; and he believes that God is causing the 
praise Him, by permitting the apostate nations of Christendom 
the Jews as to make them willing to leave those lands. At 
he regards it as an opportunity for presenting Christ and His Gospel to Israel 
that has never been granted before. : 
No spiritual work in the Metropolis is of greater value and bears richer = 
fruit than that of the London City Mission. The population of this great | 
: city is increasing at an alarming rate, and greater London is now computed 
to contain nearly six and a-half millions of inhabitants. It is therefore | 
urgent that the increase of evangelists should keep pace with the increase of 
' the population, but unfortunately the funds of this Society have been decreasing 
years back. Latterly, in answer to a special appeal, over £10,000 
) tributed, which has increased the revenue for this year by about 
A | the reliable receipts are not sufficient, and further retrenchment 
4 utely necessary. Mr. Bevan said, at the annu a he 
1 vie is retrenchment as nothing short of a national on 
| Garratt gave a the efficiency 
missionaries. Mr. ed that there was | 
in London 2 he urged that 
should support ng incident was 
conversion of a bu skeleton keys and 
missionary. 
— 
| — 
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in more than ninety different tongues. Varied testimony was borne to the 
wide circulation of Christian literature in India, where, Sir Charles Elliott 
said, it was the chief barrier against sedition. At the annual meeting it was 


the Cortes : the increasing tyranny and 

i i genius of the disciples of Ignatius Loyola. It is 
the country where persecution of Jews and Christians has reached its climax. 
Notwithstanding all these troubles, we can record with thankfulness that the 


lately at the annual meeting of the Spanish & Portuguese Society, at which 
the Bishop of Worcester presided, who expressed his full sympathy with the 
movement, together with some earnest words on the need of continuing the 
work of the Reformation at home. Prebendary Webb-Peploe followed on the 
same lines, insisting that the Bishops could exercise considerable power in 
the Protestant direction if they would. 


“Cura’s Teeminc MILfoxs.“ Yes, over three hundred millions! Would 
you like to see them pass, thirty every minute? Then, you must stand there, never 
tiring, never sleeping, closely watching, night and day, week after week, month after 
month, for more than twenty years! And then you will have seen the people in that 

atry only. The teeming millions of other heathen lands will have yet to 


one country } 
follow. . . . What, then, can we say if our Master returns to-day, and finds after 


nineteen centuries more than one-half the world is utterly unevangelised ’— 
J. H. Horsburgh. 


— 
1 that the total issue during the past year had exceeded fifty: nine millions 
Great attention is now being paid to the witness for Protestant Evangelical 
truth. Archdeacon Sinclair presided on the occasion, and alluded to the value 
of the Society's work in meeting Agnosticism and infidelity. The Rev. 
J. E. C. Welldon gave a powerful and interesting address. He pointed out 
that among the dying peoples of the world there could not be said to be 
one single Protestant nation. The Rev. G. H. C. Macgregor dealt with the 
work of the Society as an evangelistic agency labouring for the promotion of 
the Gospel throughout the world, and that Gospel was definitely and 
distinctively the Gospel of the Cross. He not only regarded the religion of 
: the Society as definitely Christian, but its Christianity as distinctly evangelical. 
The Rey. Arnold Foster, of Hankow, spoke of the enormous possibilities of | 
China. He described the work of the Religious Tract Society in that 
| country as vastly great, and as being done at an extremely small cost. 
—̃ —-— 

The cruelty of Spain, both towards the people of Cuba and the Philip- 
pines, is so great that we trust that civil and religious liberty will be one of 
the outcomes of this war, which would otherwise be so deplorable. The bread 
riots, which are so appalling both in 8 , are in some cases clearly 
traceable to the working of the agents . The correspondent of 
The Times at Rome lately stated that the Government in Italy 
had been for years past secretly but ented by the priests and 
Jesuits. That there is a similar move is evident from the fact 
Gospel continues to make progress in Spain and Portugal. A great proof of 
this is to be found in the presence in this country and in the character of 
Bishop Cabrera. He is a man of intelligence, true piety and decision. He spoke 
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THE ETERNAL WORD AND THE WRITTEN WORD. 


By the late Rev. Sarai, 5.5. 


Extracts from „ Lecture in bis volume of Lectures originally delivered in Kensington, and afier- 
werds published under the tithe “ The Divine Unity of Scripture,” ty Hodder & Stoughton.) 


Mr subject i The Bible a Living Book in the Present Day. 
Between Jesus Christ, the eternal Word of God, and Scripture, the written 
Word of God, there is an organic connexion ; and because there i this unity there 


are a number of resemblances, which strike even the 
between Jesus Christ and the Bible. Poy 4 

The first is that Jesus is the Son of God, the from heaven—who came 
from above ; and that Jesus at the same time is the Son of Man who in all things 
became like unto His brethren. So we behold the Seripture the Word of God and 
yet an intensely humen book, written by men and for men, and breathing everywhere 
the atmosphere uman life and of human emotions. 


of h 
The second parallel is this—that Jesus is not merely man born of a woman, 
t that He is the Son of David and the Son of Abraham. He 


4 
7 


ial relation in which Jesus stands to the Jews 


ty. 

Third parallel: Jesus Christ spoke in the simplest possible language. He taught 
daily in the temple. He spoke in the streets and in the concourse of the multitudes. 
He aid. Ile that hath ears let him hear.“ and yet only * were enlightened 


to children, and yet it requires the illumination of the Holy Ghost in order that its 
simple words may be understood and its lucid and clear invitations and announce- 
ments may be 

If there is this resemblance between Christ and the Scripture, there is also a 
resemblance between the effect of Christ's words and the effect of the Scriptures on 
the minds of men. The words of our blessed Saviour drew- round Him various 
circles, more or less distant from Him. The outer circle is pictured in the officers 
who went to take Jesus, and who said. Never man spake like this man.” There 
was something so unique, so real; there was something so high above all human 


“utterances in the words of this man, that this very peculiarity declared unto them 


His sacred right of authority. The world has never heard a voice. The world 
has never heard such words and such wisdom. 

Nearer to Christ is another circle. When the men who were in the synagogue 
of Nazareth and who listened to the words of Jesus as He His mission 
to them from the prophet Isaiah, bore witness to Him, were astonished on 
account of the gracious words which flowed from His lips, their feelings were 
touched, their imagination was aroused. Still nearer were those who, after the 


Sermon on the Mount, were astonished at His teaching, and said that He spoke 


| 
| was not merely for a certain 
| t ages, as as this and the sun and moon endure. 
: ikewise the Scripture is an intensely Jewish book. All the authors, both of the 
Old and New Testament writings, not even Luke the beloved et excepted, 
were Hebrews of the Hebrews. Jewish is the history, Jewish is tone in which 
it is written; even the Greek writings of the New Testament speak with the voice 
of Israel; and the full contents of Holy Scripture will never be ge gd 
: understood until Israel is again brought back to the allegiance and faith of its : 
1 Messiah. 
5 But although Jesus came to His own, yet Jesus is the Light of the World, the 
. Blessing of all Nations, and the name of Jesus is to be made known among all 
1 familics and kindreds of the earth, for there is only one God and one Mediator 
= between (od and man— the man Christ Jesus. Likewise is this Jewish Bible the 
N | book for the whole world, and here there is neither Jew nor Greek, barbarian, 
| voice. Likewise the Bible is the simplest book accessible to the most illiterate and 
| 
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our readers that the Edict of Nantes had been preceded by several other edicts, 
of Nérac and Fieix. 

article, accusing French Protestants of being bed and 
famous revocation of Louis XIV in 1598 as being more fatal in its 
| A courageous reply has been published in the 
by M. F. Puaux, and — —L 
: , accompanied with quotations remarkably 
: and Count Montalembert, whose Catholic faith did 
Protestants. 
societies at this time of 88 annual 
a goodly number of pastors from provinces. 
. numbers at the different assemblies, in most cases : 
< We can but briefly mention a few: The 
ing results of its various activities. The financial | 
: does does not imply that an increase of material 
Bon Messager, has immense service. At the 
i 
ing of it. It is,” he id, in the company of 
rejoice in God's goodness, to in our sorrows, 
| and in Whom we have belleved.” We cannot 
now even briefly of the Society of Missions, the work of the deaconesses of the 
2 ottiaah Perhaps we shall be able to allude to them 
im our next number. 
1 
ERLI 
| to 
| pd for 
| on 
of 
* 
| nee 
| a 
tor f 
F 
a pastor from much di 6 0 
me all the money comes ter 
given by the State t — 
the Church ought te 
Mr. Mascher | 
; tions of the Baptists 
j the Lutheran clergy 
Church by inviting 
‘somewhat tried to force the matter. 
yi 
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took place on the 2nd to the 4th of 


Your correspondent lately visited the Evangelical Church at Biasca, in the 


1833 1771 
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difficulties, and have more easily 
bie pomphiet, Mr. Mesdher 
stated the conditions under 
would be confirmed, and thet 
not im vain, and we trust that a 
work will now begin for our Baptist brethren 
ie here, and he attended an Alliance ( 
He held con 
at of Fraulein von Bliicher, and also 
with muc 
followed 
| 300 people attended from | 
7 the 
in their midst. 
9th and 20th of April the “ 
is difficult to remember all the adjectives given to Socialist movements 
We have National Socialists, and Christian Socialists; both these 
parties hope to return some of their candidates to Parliament in June. There is al- 
Church Socialism, but this is not intended to be a new . These Conferences—the 
meet together discuss the problems day. The great object of the leaders 
of these gatherings in to come into connexion with Evangelistic Christians, if | 
may use term. But this alliance will not be easily accomplished, as the 
representatives of the * . movement strongly object to associating 
the Gospel with politics. wish to obtain their co-operation induced ' 
the leaders to put “ evangelisation” as the first subject of the Conference. Pastor 
Damman, of Essen, did not hesitate to accept the t, and introduced the 
subject, though few of his friends joined him. With deal 
of ition; but, on the whole, there was a feeling that all who earnestly wish 
Professor 
von Nathusius, of Greifswald, Pastor Burckhardt here, leading men of the Conference, 
affirm that it is not political at all. But are they not mistaken? As 
ameliorate the outward circumstances of people; but we cann 
compulsory closing of the shops at eight o clock. and the limitation of 
hours, distinct claims of Christianity. Christian men have to proclaim Ch 
and that will, if accepted, involve social reform. The example of Mr. 
the danger of asking such reforms in the name of Christianity. The | 
Conference intend being present at the Convention at Gnadau in June, 
will be seen how these views proceed. 
7 
| 


* 


concert hall. — 

Many persons were brought to Christ at that time, and it is remarkable that the 
evangelistic movement has had no check until now, but has extended all over 
Germany and Switzerland. In Switzerland there are several popular evangelists, 
Mr. Arnstein, a lay evangelist, also is allowed to preach in one of the largest churches 
of the town of Zurich. . 

More than eighty years ago the well-known Madame de Krudener made an 
evangelistic tour through Switzerland, byt she was expelled by the police, and two of 
the most prominent men connected with the movement of that time were brought to 
silence, the rector of the University of Basel, Professor de Lachenal, and the vicar of 
Stanfberg ; and it was believed then, and has been constantly repeated since, that 
the German character did not favour an outspoken manifestation of faith. Under 
these circumstances it is not to be wondered at that infidelity made terrible 
' and by-and-bye was accepted as a matter of fact even by persons who had 
iW prominent in the Christian world. * an awakening, 
} which it has not been possible to smooth away; and although the higher teaching in 


-* 


is still imbued with rationalism, there are the 7,000 who have not bent their 

knees before the Baal of a spurious science, and who hold fast to the Word of God. 
Will our brethren all over the world, who like Switzerland for its lakes and 
mountains, also remember the followers of Christ in that country in their prayers ? 


STUDENTS’ CONFERENCE AT AARAC. 

From an Occasional Correspondent.) 
| The Conference of Christian Students of German Switzerland, announced in the 
last number of Lraagelical Christendom to take place at Aarau, came off as proposed. 


172 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM (Jame 1, 1898. 
Canton of Tessin. The Rev. Mr. Zamperini, who is pastor of this little flock, which 
| bas left the Roman Catholie Church, is active in extending his visitations to 
Torrcela, the villages in_ the vicinity of 
Kev. Mr. at for 
1 there and at Locarno, Lugano. and ; . The Roman Catholic clergy in this 
4 canton are very intolerant of Protestants; they refuse to allow church bells to be 
17 rung at Protestant funerals. rr their 
* own at Bellinzona. Lugano, and Locarno, and will have their own . A priest 
* has been fined £3 for opposing the burial of a Protestant woman, but we cannot say 
2 In the Canton of Evangelistic meetings have been held at different 
4 villages, and in most cases were very successful. The ¥.M.C.A. and the IW. C. A. 
¥ as well as temperance societies, are gaining ground in many districts; but the 
1 Socialists are very busy, too, and their number is growing every year. 
7 The Vicar of the — — — ic Bishop at — Canton de Valais, is 
opposing the tem in this town, because ical tem meetings 
are sometimes eld there. Formerly. Swi Radioals were generally enemies of the 
Roman priests, but now some Radical opinion that 2 — 
Socialists, and Anarchists will unite with the Church of Rome in an 
5 promise them every thing riches. , power—provided they will help to get rid 
* of her enemies the Protestants.—A. F. 
BASEL. 
(From an Occasional Correspondent.) 
| The German Evangelist. Mr. Elias Schrenk, was in Basel for ten days in 
the month of March, and from the first day his meetings were crowded with an 
attentive audience. It is now sixteen years since a great evangelistic effort was 
made in Basel, when Mr. Schrenk. Pastor Stockmayer, Inspector Rappard. and the 
venerable Mr. Thumm inaugurated a series of meetings in the Burgrogtei, a large 
if 
1 
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at Bale on July 7, will 


to be held 

be in a position to take cognisance of these proceedings. On that occasion 
Mr. John Mott, after visiting the various Swiss Universities, will represent the 
movement. This Federation will henceforth unite students from some fifteen 
countries of the world, all ready to pledge themselves to uphold the truth as it is in 
the hear 
: is spirit of union may we the hearts of the members of the 
Evangelical Alliance. - 

Two or three interesting and exhaustive articles have appeared of late in the 
Semaine Religieuse, regarding the alleged notable advance of Komish dogmas and 
. 2 Some details may possibly be given another time. 
great influx of foreigners hes sent up the numbers, but there is no falling away 
of ony note among the Protestant Swiss; and many Romanists have come over w 

— 
ITALY. 


CHIESA EVANGELICA ITALIANA. 


ALTHOUGH sumewhat late, it is hoped that it is not too late to refer to the celebra- 
tion of the “ Statuto” by the Chiesa Evangelica Italiana. 

The reception accorded to the deputation of that body by the Prefect of 
Florence, as representative of his Majesty King Humbert, was kind and gracious. 
To the request that he would receive the deputation, he returned the followiug 
Florence. Feb. 28. 1898. 

“ Thanking you for the patriotic desire which you have expressed, I hasten to 
inform you that it will give me great pleasure to receive you, together with your 
colleagues of the Committee of Evangelisgtion for, Italy appertaining to the Chiesa 
Evangelica Italiana, at 10 o’clock on the 4th of March. Meantime rest assured of 
my highest esteem and consideration. Tae Prerecr (G. Sant). ; 
“ To the ged esteemed and respected, | 

“ Car. Saverio Fera, Sec. of the Committee of Evangelisation, and Du. 


It was an undoubted success. The Semaine Religicuse gives the details : “ The 
—and an address by Professor of Bale, on * Christian and fraternal inter- 
social reun kindly presided arranged 
“A social reunion, very kindly ided over and 
to which, up to that moment, they had mily too much st 
professors and students from Berne 
were several laymen—some from 
were 
view 
praye ma Of the Bible. rood | 
im each University, to consic best means of establishing a durable bond « 
excellent step in advance, in the sense of affiliation with the Universal 1 
Christian Students, has been made. . 
| | 
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At the hour 
Purico Bagnoli, were introduced to the Prefect, who received them with great kind- ; 
ness and courtesy, After the ceremony of reception, the following address 
wasread:— . 
Sioxon Prererro,—On this day of 
i to express our joy at its Jubilee; especially to you, who, in this city 
21 glorious „ and” most ; Italian, represent the a 
: “ We have the honour, valued by us, to present to you, 
2 you to our country, and to our Sovereign, to whom is confided by God 7 
| for Heaven's richest blessings. And this in the name of the 
Itahana. 
. the union of many congregations, schools, and works of 
to religious liberty assured to it by the Statuto, has been able to 
; the dead, after many centuries of stupor, and spread itself 
jon of to-day has for us a special significance, particu- 
our generous exalted * a is embodi- 
and constitutional fidelity. Gils touches ts 
all that is most generous and noble in human destiny— 
; 3 2211. which now is, and that which 
; ; : gladness, recording a festival of the nation, be 
| highly respected Prefect, we once more venture to express our 
grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ may be with you, 
and our country, and our King. 
Florence, March 4, 1898.” 
[Here follow the signatures of the functionaries of | 
the Chiesa Evangelica Italiana. 
The Prefect replied in sympathetic terms, praising the patriotism of the body. 
He pointed out how 5 
Kere The Prefect very 
: ki entered into conversation with several members of the deputation, and after a 
i The ial services arranged for the occasion were extremely interesting, and 
iences attending them proved how 
| impossible to give the whole of the irable sketch of the Roman 
| ist as founded in the first age of Christianity, in the eternal city; as 
of the decadence of the Church during the Middle Ages, so 4 
masterly discourse delivered by the Signor Conti. His text 
| t is far spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the works. 
of darkness and let us put om the armour of light.” A very short paragraph from 
| Signor Conti’s discourse is worth recording. He asks, I-the Evangelical Church 
| of Italy a new institution in toric sense? No! and it is our duty to make 
: use of our present liberty this. We find in the New T : 
first century Christians were to 
i than 
Church of ! * — 
. The telegram forwarded to the King received a most ious reception; and a» | 
returned. Several ether {crwarded telegrams, 
which were ; 
ii. The work of isation goes forward with much blessing. 
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P 
Reformation,” opened in March last in the Commune d'Ixelles. This building was 
formerly in the possession of the Roman Catholics. The gathering on the occasion 


upon 
was striking. The comfortable seats, the pulpit occupying the of the altar. 
and passages from Holy Sori taking place of the images of the Virgin and 
saints, made a transformation i To rites and ceremonies, and ex signs, 


: Committee of the of the Eglise Missionnaire Belge, declared the chureh 
‘ opened for the preaching of the Gospel. 
Pasteur P. Rochedieu, president of the Synod of the Union des Eglises, offered 
the dedication prayer. The allocution which followed, thanking the Giver of all | 
gifts fod the mercies bestowed on this memorable occasion, moved all hearts, Ki 


4 


* 
1 1 ae pe by the committee for the coming 
general of the held at Turin in June. Among the 
are the following : 
converts,” to masses,” ko., ke. isti 
moctings are to be held, when edidresese will be delivered by twe ‘or three ministers 
1. dee oe secured in the building in which the assembly will 
meet, — Society's depot. The spot is admirably calculated to attract the 
attention of visitors. 
The 25th celebration of the first observance of the Holy Communion by the 
military Church in Rome, took place on the day before good Friday. It was the 
closing ceremony of a short series of commemorative gatherings, religious meetings 
and conferences, held by the founder and conductor of the work, Signor Capellini 
Besides the usual communicants, a certain number of elderly men, who had at one 
time been in the service, but who bad returned to their position as civilians, were 
— Ont commanton, twonty-Gve your 
were ready to re-affirm their faith in their and Saviour Jesus Christ. The 
gathering was a most cheering one. ‘ 
ir ere The director, Signor Ugo 
Janin, thus writes: “The work of religious reform is an arduous one, for it is 
vevertheless we have conscientiously t upon our journal all our 
convictions, with the which wo — thom irom the 
say with St. „we can ist who us.” 
We shall go on telling the Italians thout a free 
religion, and that necessitates the freeing of the Italian conscience from popery, so 
that Italy may crown her redemption from civil bondage by religious freedom, and 
transmit to the coming generations the treasure of liberty.” | 
— — 
BELGIUM. 
(From an Occasional Correspondent.) 
Razr bas an undertaking in connexion with ~ ing suitable aceommodation 
was mos ng, numerous 5 russels, and 7 | 
notable number of Romanists attending. Dedicated formerly to the * Trinity, a 
= : from all hearts to the Triune God, that His choicest | 
the — le, surrounded the C i 
At the time I a . ing a semi-circle, s Yommunion 
and also Mr. A. K. McMurchy, pestor of the Free Church of Scotland, who happened 
inte thankagiving. le Pasteur * on the occasion, 


>. 


— 


> 
„ 


— 
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Mons. Coillard and Mons. Bertrand, the celebrated explorer of Central Africa, 
visited Jumet and Courcélles. The Chrétien Beige says: The addresses — 
to 


effected without sword or cannon. A heroic captain, followed by a dozen courageous 

soldiers of the Cross, having only the Gospel as their weapon, has accomplished 

this miracle by the power of God.’ | 
Mons. Coillard addressed a very large audience at Charleroi on the same day. 


SPAIN. 
From an Occasional Correspondent.) 


Wuo hath despised the day of small things? — not those certainly who believe that 
a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Those who are accustomed to sit under 
their own vine and fig tree, none daring to make them afraid, can scarcely realise 
what evangelisation involves, under that rule, Which, if not so fiendish as that of 
Torquemada. yet regards with j any effort to enlighten the masse uud 
these = mediator between God and man, the Man Christ 
esus.” And what wonder? Does this not strike at the very root of the “ Bodega 
(as the Spaniard calls any business); the business of the Priest in the Mass, in the 
Confessional, in the last solemn hour, and in Masses for the Dead? Without all these, 
the people are taught there is no hope of salvation. 

Not unfrequently, through the persistent work of the colporteur in Spain, the 
Bible reaches the humble field labourer, who is struck with its wonderful contents, 
and having a little education, he gets together a neighbour or two, who listen to the 
word of life. Persecution and oppression open the eyes of onlookers, ami provokes 
enquiry whether “ these things are so” or no. Thus many causes operate to bring 
about the spread of the Gospel. ER | 


termination—from the giver of the shekel to the talent of Mons. Anet reminded 

the rights of conscience, and who they were justly proud to call their fathers in the 
faith. But, above all, he exhorted his bearers to raise their eyes to the one Mediator 
between God and man, and thus go to the fountain head of the pure waters of the 

| Grace of God. The opening lr 
e Aer ated to meet and 
answer the objections of the N eae ——— 

1 of the New Testament was shown to be #0 very di a thing from the 

and superstition of the day, that indifference was im 

4 to comaider the arguments in prot of ts mtatying power. imally he put 

his audience the Saviour in all ines. 

The interest with regard to missions in Afri peg 
At Liége, the churches of ince were worthily represented, interest 
felt in the mission work the enterprise. 

: The day after the address given by Mons. Coillard, a Société Zambesia was instituted, 
the members undertaking to get adherents in all the churches throughout the 
province. 

A “ quiet hour with Mons. Coillard was heartily enjoyed by the pastors of the 
They longed 
to know more of the spiritual life of the missionary, and learn him the secret 
of his success. What struck them most was his simplicity of character on the one 
hand, endl on thd other the end sefined chown in his tone and 
manner, which form a striking contrast to the energy and force which pervades his 
addresses. 

| efficiency of the Gospel as a civilising force in Zambesia. The Gospel carried there 
scarcely twenty years ago by Mons. Coillard has transformed the country formerly 
1 the citadel of a m the centre of Africa. This transformation has been 
1 
| 
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holding on their way spirit, 
and doing what they can to help their in making known the way of salvation. 
The Charches in Madrid, Seville, Salamanca, Malaga, and other are 


adhering to the Reformed doctrine, and testifying that it is the Spirit giveth 
life. That some who join them fall away when the breath of persecution blows, can 


that so many remain in the faith. 
natives of that country. Now there are at least 2,500 Protestants 
churches. The circulation of the Scriptures is carried on with 
i set in about three 
of evineed recently in the 
Cortes, when a deputy exclaimed that they had had enough of the rule of the disciples 
it i also cheering. Is 
grant that it may never besucceeded by the darkness 


several other Roman Catholic countries, the lament of the clergy 

eve anything. And so itis. All the more need for vigorow 
of the Evangelicals to unfold to them the Scriptures. Thirty years ago the 
almost an unknown book. The revolution happily brought in a certain 
nt of liberty, and it was allowed to be freely circulated. The house which is 


eer It is noteworthy that in this very Plaza, many and many 
Og hie 


2 
: 


— 
2 
— 


rat 
‘3 
4 


to hi iq 
in this very square the Bible may be freely and legally bought 
sold ; not that its possession is tree trom danger, because the 


authorities secured his appointment to a di station, very 
his to the 0 General of the Customs at Madrid a 
“petition that he should be expelled the servic service on is religi To the 
joyful surprise of his friends, who had feared the worst, 
to his accusers: “ Not having thought well 
custom house officer, Simon Fiqueruelo. I hereby inform you that, in accordance with 
Article 11 of the Constitution, he has the right to be a Protestant without incurring 
on that account any responsibility whatever, nor is he deserving of any avg ep 
The present visit to England of the Right Rev. Juan B. Cabrera, first bishop of 
the Spanish Reformed Church, ises well. He arrived in April, and met with a 
endl His visit terminates at the end of July. 
erents for services, or meetings of various kinds, are made for almost every 
day. It goes without saying that the critical state of his country weighs heavily on 
his heart. Nevertheless he is very hopeful and full of trust. Fresh openings for 
the proclamation of the Gospel and the founding of churches are presenting them- 
selves, and are fraught with interest and encouragement. 


— 


Aur all the endless prattle about “ work” and “lay labour,” is there not danger 
each Christian will forget that he or she is the bearer of one Jump? And if its light be 


F 


thrown on oe sinner’s path, more good will be accomplished than by a whole 
procession gut ap tor parade. T. L. Uwyler. 


* 


N 


that 
ight 


* 
The congregations of what is known as the Reformed Jnurch in Spain are | 
cause but [itt Metess it sul or gratitude to Almighty God 
can do It, It 1s taken Irom the possessor, anc me is in store for Him. 
Not always, however, is persecution for holding evangelical truth and attending 
Protestant —— countenanced by the authorities. A custom-house officer at 
‘Salamanca received the truth, and entered into fellowship with the Reformed Charch 
there. For a while all went well, but suddenly he was called upon by those in 
authority over him to cease his attendance at the Church, as it was a disgrace to the . 
service in which he was an official. Upon his standing firm, after persuasion came | 
threats and ill-treatment in various ways. Determined to be rid of him, the 
— — 
— 
ͤ 
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DEAN VAHL. 


sudden failure of the heart. 


attempt to give a com list of his 
man of herculean energy i 
“ Missionary Atlas is accompanied by a Forklaring (explanation), which extends to 


three volumes each, consisting of from 250 to 300 F. Bre ont hee 
print; the whole work being full of statistical, historical details, 
which it must have cost him immense labour to Next, he published for a 


iew.” It has generally contained about twenty-seven pages in small type. The 
issue for 1898 is now before us. It has a full list of Missionary Societies; the dates 
of their establishment; the number of missionaries connected with each; the wives 
and unmarried female workers; the native ministers and assistants; the number of 
communicants and catechumens; the various fields of tion ; and the income of 
each Society. Thare ase two of thio—ene in ene in Denich. As 
we turn over the pages we are filled with astonishment as well as admiration; and 
we ask with some anxiety, who will, who can, be Dean Vahl's successor in this 
laborious task? The Dean also edited a quarterly paper called Nordisk Missi. 
tidsskrift (Scandinavia Missionary Journal), whi used to run to fully a h 
r ee No small part of this was written by 
imself. Another of his publications was the Almindelig Kirketidende (General 
Church News), which appeared twice a month, and consisted of sixteen pages. 
Many of the papers in these publications were written or translated by Vahl himself. 
— — — with home and foreign journals. His last inde- 
pendent work was a Handbook of the History of Foreign Missions — not a large 
work, but containing wonderfully condensed and accurate information. It seems to 
us obvious that the excellent man wore himself out by excessive toil. It would have 
been better for the Church of Christ if he had laboured less and lived longer. | 
Alter the meeting of the Evangelical Alliance at Copen in 1884, at which 
he and Dr. Kalkar (now deceased) well represented the Danish Missionary Society, 


Tur name of this honoured servant of God is widely known both in Europe and 
America. His labours of love were so abundant that we feel bound to notice his 
5 lamented death; and we do so all the more readily because he was for many years 
9 a warm friend of the Evangelical Alliance. 
25 Jens Vahl—Jens is the Danish equivalent for John — passed away suddenly, and 
55 almost without — suffering, on April 1 last. The cause of his death was a 
st He was born on Nov. 24, 1828, in Aalborg, where his father was a military 
iy physician. He was appointed to his first spiritual charge in 1856. For a good 
oF many years in the latter part of his life he was Sogne pres — clergyman) of 
4 Nörre Alslev, on the island of Falster, Pastor Beck, whose o ituary notice of his 
friend now lies before us, sa 
the darkeat spots in Denmark laboured with all earnestness the good of 
4 his flock. How far be had the privilege of seeing the Divine blessing rest upon his 
. labours does not appear; but we have, only a few days ago, received very remarkable 
accounts of a wide spiritual awakening that is now witnessed in Denmark. Every 
7 one that knew Vahl, will believe that his faithful and abundant labour- have con- 
tributed to this blessed result. 
| Dean Vahl wes diligent in the discharge of his pastoral duties over the wide 
district committed to his care. For the convenience of his parishioners he erected, 
1 with the aid of funds, a third church, without burdening his people with any part 
2 But his mind and his heart were large; and he looked far beyond 
the bounds of Nörre Alslev—far beyond the bounds of Denmark. A conscientious 
Lutheran himself, and deeply attached to the National Church of Denmark, he felt 
and delighted in manifesting a fraternal love to true Christians of every nation 
and denomination. Hence his strong attachment to the E lical Alliance. But 
| his sympathies extended far beyond: the bounds of Christendom ; and among the 
many things in which he took an interest, we may point especially to Forei 
Missions. In connexion with them he did much — omni We can hardly 
| 
— 
t 
| 


a 
science), and two daughters, one of whom is married. 
long friend, Pastor Beck. | J. 
our 


2 it be in the recollection of some of 
Vahl attended the Jubilee Conference of the Alliance in London in 1896, and gave 


THE MAY MEETINGS. 


Ada the season is with us when Christian people assemble in public meeting to 
Numerous 
are the active organisations which present to their several constituencies the 

of the blessing the Lord of the Harvest has been pleased to grant 


in the work of the Bible and Tract Societies, the Sunday Union labours, and 
the service of the Y People’s Societies of Christian Endeavour, is this spirit of 
brotherhood evinced. 144 in which ecclesiastical distinctions and 
differences are minimised in order to accentuate the of Christ in His one spiritual 


Chureh. On these anniversary occasions, an Christian workers from manifold 
fields of en ise, both home and foreign, in glowing speech of the advance 
the Gospel of ist is making in almost every nation. We need only mention this 


aggregation is love 
over human hearts, to see how the principles of the Evangelical Alliance, 
like living seed during more than half a century, are to-day ripening into fruit. 
this may be traced to the living union of individual Christians with their Divine 
Head, the Eternal Son of God. Reference is made to several of the leading 
E ical Societies in the Monthly Notes of this issue of Evangelical Christendom. 
following paragraphs will present to our readers, in brief, some incidents in 
the gathering together of other spiritual forces of Christ's great army during current 
religious meetings, that it may be pleasant to remember. | 
The Session of the Barrier Unton is mostly held during the last week in April. 
Important Missionary meetings in connexion wi 
. 
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the Rev. Dr. White (Secretary of the Religious Tract Society) and I accompanied 
Dean Vahl to his own home at Nirre Alslev. I was able to stay several days with 
| him, and saw bim in the midst of his family and friends. It was then that my idea 
of the Dean rose highest. After the meeting of the Alliance at Florence in 1891, he 
came round by Nice and remained several days with us. He and I visited together 
the island of St. Honorat, near Cannes, which has been styled the “Iona of the 
South”; and which certainly had an important share in the Christianisation of 
Southern Gaul. The Dean entered into its past history and present condition with 

immense interest. 22 
. He also travelled over a great urope, Waiting Sweden, Norway, 
F Holland; end Yet he by no means 
his parishioners, and he appointed a substitute to do his duties in his 

absence. 

As a man Vahl was in the highest degree lovable. He was modest and un- 
assuming in his whole demeanour, never pushing himself forward, but quite 
contented to remain in the shade if only the cause of Christ's Kingdom could be 
promoted. 

Dean Vahl collected « very large library, the books being chiefly in Danish, 

Large and small they amount to about twelve in number ; and a competent 
judge has estimated the value of the entire collection to be £750. It would save the 
could bo of on whele. They would be 
most thankful to have it sold. 


ye 


180 BVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. [Jane 1, 1898. 


that: notably the Zenana Mission. At the great public assembly of the Foreign 
Mise Society, the Catholic spirit was evident in some of the speakers repre- ; 
senting other than Baptist Churches. The address of the Chairman of the Union, 
the Rev. 8. Vincent, was a distinct utterance of the heart-cry of the age for 
“ Christian Unity.” 
At the anniversary of the Mernopist Fr Cuvrcn Missionary meeting a 
hopeful spirit was voiced, especially in regard to work on the East Coast of Africa ; 
while the growth of the work in China éntailed some embarrassment—an increase of 
was anticipated. The Rev. W. T. Dawson, Congregationalist, was one 


At the afternoon meeting of the Orzw Arm Misstox, Archdeacon Sinclair 
presided. Reference was made in the report to meetings held at fairs, wakes, races, 
the circulation of tracts and booklets, the dinner-hour services at the Small Arms 
Factory at Enfield Lock, and other useful efforts. Considerable enthusiasm 


— 
foo 


— 


—— 


Under the ices of the Church of England Women's Misnonary Association 
the Parestrwz K Lenanon Nurses’ Mission to the Druses was held. Miss Lioyd 
touched upon the 11 finding nurses to go to the Lebanon, and Miss Eliot 
spoke of her work in 

Sir Mark Stewart, «.r., presided at the Awr1-Sunpay Travetitine Union and 
the Suarenotpers’ Union ror Derence or rae Lorp’s Dar united 
annual meeting. Memorials are to be presented to the Midland, the London & North- 
Western, and the Great Northern Railway Companies in order to restrict Sunday 


Goods Traffic... . 
The Anontorxes Prorection Socrery, under the presidency of Mr. Arthur 
Pease, M. r., passed a resolution protesting “against the arbitrary and wrongful 


treatment to which natives of Bechuanaland, beleland, and other parts of 
Scat Adien Gop Seng subjected, and appeals to Her Majesty's Government to 
uphold their rights as British subjects.” 

The Lonn's Day Rest Associatiox has done excellent service in securing the 
closing of the Oxford Music Hall on Sundays, and has determined to resist by every 
means at its di any attempt to repeal the Lord's Day Act of 1781. The 
cause of Sunday has rarely received a more cruel blow than that given by the 
Bishop of Chester in his pastoral letter in favour of Sunday newspapers and Sunday 

It appeared from the report of the Bir Lawns’ Misstox Arp Socrery that 
its principal work had been devoted to orphanages in Asia Minor, and to the im- 

native churches and their pastors. Gonsiderable help also had been 

for evungelising effort in Western, Central and Eastern Asia Minor. 

From pares AMERICAN — Society we learn that the Protestan 
Evangelical presents perhaps the greatest difficulties ; still it is being vigorously 


Seldom has the Westrvan Misstonarny Anniversary been more jubilant. 
Although the expenditure reached £131,000, it was more than covered by the general 
income. The missions under Conference, still assisted by the Society,—in France, 
South Africa, and the West Indies—combine in their several fellowships 180,000 
souls. Foreign Missionaries alluded to their own experiences, trials, and triumphs. 
The gathering large and eminently enthusiastic. | 

Lord Kinnaird presided at the Zewawa Bratz K Mepicat Mission. The work 
in Poona (India) is of special value, especially that carried on by native Christian 
ladies under the lead of Mrs. Sorabji. At Lucknow one morning there were twenty- 
seven baptisms, on another occasion 130. Limelight pictures were shown in 
evening illustrating the ravages of the famine, and the general work of the Society. 
| It was remarked at the meeting of the Burrien Syrian Misston Schools that 
* the hardest task of the pioneers of Christianity was the conquest of Mohammedanism, 

~ and the citadel is the harem. The supreme effort in the schools is to help the girls 
to know Christ as their Saviour. ä 


1 
of the ers. 
iled. 
14 
j 
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The Mixtsters’ Praver Union, whose president is the Rev. F. B. Meyer, 
numbers 770 members, and seeks to foster a fully-consecrated life. There are 
branches in Scotland, Ireland, South Africa, and South Australia. _ * 

At the assembly of the supporters of the Racozp School Union, Lady 
Newnes distributed the “Faithful Service” prizes. The proceedings were varied 
and bright—the service of song being led by the Cripples’ Choir, a band of sweet 
singers selected from thousands of afflicted little ones. There are Drift and Cripple 
branches, and holiday homes at Southend, Margate, and Windsor. 

The Lord Mayor advocated the claims of the Barrisn K Fonrtox Sattens’ 
Society at the Mansion House. Sixty-two thousand seamen had attended 1,666 
services. The Society has eight stations in South America. The Bishop of Calcutta, 


Speaking as President of the annual meeting of the NATIONAL Temperance 
Leacve, the Archbishop of Canterbury said the medical profession had no 


was the case ten years ago. The reported progress in all directions ex 
one—a debt of £5,000 on the publication department. St 

In connexion with the Prorestawr ALLiAxcx, the Exhibition created much 
interest. Some very remarkable models of the rack, stake, and of the Iron Virgin 
were inspected by crowds of with more than ordinary curiosity. The 
collection of portraits of Protestant and of scenes in Protestant history was 
extensive, while the other instruments of torture used by Romanists created not a 
little astonishmeat in the minds of many. 

Mr. T. A. Denny presided at the Curistian Cotrortace Association. An 
abstract of the Report stated that the staff bad been increased to 130 Colporteurs. 
In the afternoon a large gathering of friends listened with pleasure to the bright 
testimonies of many of the colporteurs, nearly a hundred of whom had come to 
London from all parts of England. 

Two were crowded with conference ings bearing the RaAILWa r 
Misstox. Kingtiom in 
attendance. The men in their uniforms gave the proceedings a special character. 

Nothing could well exceed the impressiveness of Mrs. Isabella Bishop's testimony 
to the work of the agents of the Moravian Missionary Society in Western Tibet. 
When she first visited these parts, there were apparently no signs of fruit-bearing ; 
now she rejoiced that the joys of harvest are being i by the workers; of 
these devoted men and women she spoke in terms of unstinted admiration. 

Miss Weston, in reporting upon Christian work in the Roya Navy, said that 
at the Naval Jubilee demonstration at Spithead, last year, on board every ship there 
was a good band of Temperance and Christian men. Some of her best helpers were 
stokers employed in different vessels. 

The report of the Sunpay Schoof Uto showed that 167,129 teachers and 
1,614,537 children were affiliated to the Union. Mr. Howard Spicer presided, and 
addresses were given by the Revs. Dr. Parker and J. M. Gibbon. 

The West Lonpon Mission has r 
centres. In the Afternoon the “ sisters the 2 their opportunity of 
describing their work, and Sister Lily’s lecture was highly edifying. Mr. J. Compton 
Rickets presided at an enthusiastic evening meeting. 


[Extreme pressure on our space prevents allusion to other important Societies 
— — 


— 


THERE WAS A GREAT CRY. 


THeERe’s a cry in the wind ight 
From the lands where the — ** 
While the Shepherd above, in His pitiful love, 
Intercedes at His Father's throne. a > 


once heartily joined them 
not abandon the cause. A far ion of ministers was on their side than 


182 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. {June 1, 1898. 


MILDMAY CONFERENCE, 1808. 
JUNE 22, & . 


We cordially call attention to the Convention to be held in the Conference Hall, 

Mildmay, from the 2ist to the 

assem rn an occasion for spiritual stimulus 
ably ite mi — in i Ji id 1 Chri life, 1 


that 
attend, and thus manifest 
unity the Convention will accentuate. 
\ 


Tue Crrcvtar Lerrer. 


Bretoven Frrexp,—lIt is our privilege again to invite you to our Annual 
Conference, to be held, God willing, June 21, 22, and 23. 

Whilst it is true, and a matter for deep thankfulness, that the Barnet and 
Mildmay Conferences were begun and bave continued in prayer, which has been 

i and abundantly answered in manifold blessing bestowed 

erences, enriching those who have thus waited upon God: it may appear 
singular that prayer has only formed part of the special subject so far as we can 
discover, at one previous Conference. | l 

Prayer, then, is the great subject which we invite you to consider ere we meet 
at Midsummer, and for which we now ask your earnest intercessions, that it may 
i God, through the Spirit of all Grace, to make it a practical, searching, and 


— 


quest of His highest blessings, ing merits, the a work and the 
mediation of our exalted High Priest at the right hand of the Throne of God, there 
shall be revealed to us our i our unbelief, and our neglect of the great 


power which the Hearer of Prayer has put within our reach, and a deeper 
a ion of what He is able and willing to do for us, and in us, and by us, to 
the of our Adorable Lord. 

It is said that the habit of meditation is dying out amid the feverish activities 
of our restless time: if that be so, the practice of secret prayer will be diminished, 
and power in public prayer Will be withdrawn. If due attention be given to the 
claims of the Living upon us in the sphere of prayer, which He has so 
graciously been pleased to e the channel for securing all kinds of ing, and 
which Christ our Lord made so prominent by example and precept, we not 
have met in vain in our approaching Conference, but shall return to our various 
places enriched, chastened, and brought nearer in mind and heart to Him Who has 
taught us how to pray.— We remain, yours faithfully in Christ Jesus our Lord, 


Potwartu (Chairman of the Conference), James E. 
Marniksox, HAT C. Nisper, A. R. Pewne- 
ratuer, J. H. Trirrox, E. Trorrer, R. C. 


Hart Dyxe, W. H. Dawson, Trustees of the . 
Conference Hall. ; 


J. F. Morton, Superintendent of the Conference Hail. 
May 1898. 


_ *,* We also enumerate other Conventions to be held this month, in the 
that some of our readers will be able to attend one or other of them: Cheltenham, 
| June 6—10; Salisbury, June 6—11; Bridge of Allan, June 13—18; Darlington, 
4 June 20—23; Eastwood and Kimberley (Notts), June 27—July 1; Kingswood 
(Warwickshire), June 28—30. 


| 
t privilege of making known all our requests to God” will be considered each 
| be. On Tuesday, the topic will be “The Foundations of True Preyer "i, ins 
| Wednesday, “The Elements and Conditions of, and Encouragements to, = 
Prayer ; on Thursday. The Influence of True to nel A circular letter has 
1 been and si by the Trustees of the Con ce Hall, giving a warm 
many of the 
sf the Christian 
a4 


0 
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ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE. 
TUESDAY, MAY 10. 
Tus pleasant reunion of the friends of the Evangelical Alliance has again come and 
with the numerous friends who responded to the Council's invitation. The Conver- 
sazione was held, as in many previous years, in the handsome buildings of Regent's 
Park College, through the renewed kindness of its President, the Rev. G. P. 
Gould, u.. In the midst of all the loveliness of a May-day, the guests assembled. 
The grounds surrounding the College edifice were in their glory of bursting bud and 
early green foliage, prophesying of the beauty that will clothe tree, shrub, and 
flower when spring-time has welcomed the rich and fuller growth of summer. The 
weather was mild and genial, although a little overcast; but this did not deter a 
large number of old and new friends from meeting each other: first in the spacious 
dining hall, and later in the handsome library, where the addresses were delivered. 
The half-hour dpring which light refreshments were dispensed, afforded an 
opportunity for friendly and Christian greetings, which were very general and 
hearty. Several of the students, as in former years, kindly took an active part in the 
offices of hospitality. One presence, however, was missing—that of the late genial 
and indefatigable General Secretary. On the last occasion of the Conversazione, Mr. 
Arnold had returned a day or two previously from a visit to the Continent, where he 
had been engaged in laborious service for the Alliance. Notwithstanding the fatigue 
of travel, his active energy enabled him to enter into all the engagements of the 
meeting with his customary fervour and ability. | 
7 The ringing of the College bell at half - past four was the signal that the meeting 15 
was about to commence in the library. Thither the company adjourned, and nearly 1 
filled the spacious apartment. Ministers and friends of all denominations were | 
present, so that a true manifestation of the spiritual oneness of the Church of Christ 
was there exemplified in its Divine simplicity. A larger number of friends were 
present than last year, while the spirit and tone of the whole proceedings were very 0 
elevating and inspiring. : 
The Right Hon. Lord Polwarth, President of the Alliance, occupied the Chair ; 
and amongst those present, who did not take part in the proceedings, were Viscount | 2 
Bangor (Vice-President), Lord Radstock, Mr. Donald Matheson (treasurer), Major- 
General Roberts, General Robinson; the Revs. Dr. Newman Hall, Professor ; 
Michelet, J. R. Redford, E. W. Matthews, P. H. Badcock, J. W. Chariton : 
(Missionary from Bengal), H. O. Allbrook, Professor Codet (Canada), J. Hunt Cooke, 4 
Dr. McGaw, A. H. McTier, 
Wing, and others. 
After the singing of a hymn, prayer was offered (in French) by the Rev. J. du 5 
Pontet de la Harpe. The Rev. R. H. T. Jackson, acting General Secretary, then gave 2 
a brief outline of the work of the Society for the past year. | 
Having alluded to the great Joss sustained by the Alliance in the death of Mr. | ; 
Arnold and of other prominent friends, he referred to the Week,of Universal Prayer, 4 
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feel that it should go forth to the members of the Alliance everywhere, 
prayer to God that he will 
the important functions of 


F 


ty of the different denominations of Christians sometimes one sees 
overlapping and bair-splitting, and uent division. But yet 
i lorious liberty in this country of ours, if only it be wisely used. I have 
t in our basis we have a centre so „wide and concentrated, that it 
suitable for Christians of all denominations to bui * It is not i 

is not ritualistic ; it is a distinct testimony from the Word of God. And by that 


* 


Christ as the light of the sun itself, yet composed of many colours blended into one, so 
that the light is one pure, clear, crystal gleam. I believe the first conference of the 


still for the voice of united Christendom to to rulers, ta and 
as 4 of blessing and help to multitudes of for Christ’s sake 

the world over. And that work still remains to be done. May God make 
Alliance more and more a living power, because of the union of its members with 
risen living Head Himself. y all the members of the Alliance be 


of marriage is a close alliance, but there is a closer union 
we are one in Jesus Christ. r 
recognise everywhere the stupendous tru we are one 

in Jesus Christ—not one machine with com working in cold 


8 


Miss Bino, who has been labouring in Persia, largely at Julfa, then addressed’ 


time a very great responsibility. We are trustees, 

and every trustee must give an account of his or 

her trust. | 
May | plead with you for a few moments on 
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The Cmarrmax (Lord Polwarth) then said: Reference has already been 
made to a subject which must be largely in all our minds to-day—the 
great lees we have sustained by the removal of our lete Becretary. I saw « 
great deal of Mr. Arnold, and can that he more than fulfilled the expec- | 
not mean that 
experience that 
nd uoted delicate 
ptiations with 
hich he fulfilled 
precious Word we stanc 
The Alliance is not a Protestant Defence Association, yet it is a defence of the | 
Truth, inasmuch as it exalts the Truth, and is a testimony to the spiritual union of 
Christians of all denominations. I love to think of the ing of the Church of Jesus 
was stepping numerous since held in many 
lands. We rejoice in the union of the communion of the saints of God. | 
If the Alliance has done a deal to help persecuted Christians abroad, are 
there no pe at Celeste de Alas that it should be eo ' And there is 
ihe life of our meen Lord. that we may t one—not like tf mance two 
Himself. “We are one body in Christ.” 
— ' 
Persia. 
the meeting: | 
1 ask to turn with me to 1 Thess. f 
woe alowel God to be put 
trust with the Gospel.” This high privilege, * 
God-granted ta every one of us, is at the same 
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various Genominalions ard reproduced in and. | chy 
how it co d be otherwise. If the | bold. 
1 hear all, they must needs hear | comity. 
s Churches. But if | know any- prevent 
5 the spirit of the missionaries now | socictic 
is t while every man preaches | denomi 
: ly ap@ as forcibly as he can, every | In large 
. a 78 his business to teach a denomi- | for in 
i EEE Shibboltth. My impression is that most mission 
: of the missions, though they bear different names, as a 
: are preaching cigential Christianity and not | nationa 
. denominatiomalism. And I believe will | 
| come when the Native Churches, by | 
EE names now, will become 
| give their ow 
> 


as he best can. the formation of great 
evangelical colleges in the main centres of Indian 
population would tremendous assistance to 


thoroughly train our missionaries. 
Parance. 
M. Paus. GuIpsNaRD, of the E isation Committee of the Free 


Evangelical Church of France, had 


gelisation 
together, they form but a littl band—a mere 
handful—against 37,§00,000 of Roman Catholics | 
and infidels. And there are those who think that | 
there we ought to be driven out of the country, that 
will be no peace until we are utterly exterminated. | 


this reaction against Protestantism and the in- 
auguration of the new policy of Rome in France, 
which began in 1890. This policy aims at the 


assume regular and secular church functions they 


have invaded everything—subdued everything. 


corntry, they work at and pursue methodically 
the total absorption of the public administration. 
supplied out of the scanty stipends of country 
priests. They have also numerous colleges where 

instruction is gives. Intelligent and 


the primary schools, educated free in the colleges, 
and prepared for competitive examinations which 
open the door of all government schools. With 
very few exceptions young men thus brought up 
remain through life the humble servants of their 


stitious and silly practices taught them as religion, 


and labelled Gospel, come to this conclusion : “ If 
this is religion we are better without it.” Who 
can blame them ? They know nothing else 


or the New Testament. 
The present time is serious and even threaten- 


~*~ 
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thn of missionary conferences, and that idea will and try to arrange for the Churches to find repre- 
grew — sentarives to devote themecives entirely to this 
We hare Madras one noble expression of the | work. No one mission society feels itself able t | 
idea of the Evangelical Alliance—a Christian | do this. | 
College, at the head of which is Dr. William | Let me express another idea. Men are sent to 
Miller. In it there are representatives of the | India trained to a certain point in denominational 
Church Missionary Society, the Free Church of | colleges of England, and the work before them 
Seotland, and the Wesleyan Missionary Society; cannit be done without careful specific training. 
and u others could unite with them those now But the Missionary is thrast into the thick of 
conducting the college would be only too thankful. missionary work directly he reaches his station, 
There the Evangelical Ailiance is embodied, and and has to pi the definite and ific 
we want to sce more of it in India. 
But how is this possible? There are three or 
four ways. I have been thankful that this 
Alliance gave birth to the Christian Literature | f ™ to pursue 
Society in India. I have shared in its work and greatest work committed to the Church of God. | 
can testify to its influence. But that Society cannot I ventare to leave these two main thoughts with 
do all it wants to do. One thing it needs is that | you: (1) The necessity fox arranging that, inter- 
in every lingual arca Some man or men should denominationally, we shall promote the extension 
be set apart to organise Christian literature for and production of Christian literature; and (2) 
= district. Now it seems to me that to band ourselves together to specifically and 
e wing ress, whic 1 
(unfortunately) only was delivered through want of time :— 
In a total population of 38,000,000, French In this way all the enormous power wielded by 
Protestants are scarcely 600,000, the majority of Rome in France is concentrated in the hands of | 
whom are indifferent. If all the aggressive forces the Jesuits. They are the wire pullers who are 
of Protestantism, as represented by the various at the root of every movement of the powerful 
Roman Catholic organisation in France. 
Through their schools scattered throughout the 
Soleil, published an abominable article containing ee 
the following affirmations: “French Protestants | 
ate in their own country foreigners and public 
enemies. “The edict of Nantes was an evil, 5 
and its revocation a good thing; and if the . 
Protestants of France are free to-day, let them : 
beware, or their trial may be settled by gun-shots.” 
This is a specimen of what is thought at present | benefactors. : 
about Protestznts. Infidelity and Atheism are the direct result of 
There seems to be a curious coincidence between | Roman Catholic teaching. Intelligent and 
been in the hands of the clerical party. — f 
+ The actual Government of France is not re-| educated by Rome are not generally realised, : 
actionary and clerical in the sense its opponents | The conscience has been obliterated. They call | 
affirm, but it is uot blind to the enormous influ- | evil good and good evil, and it is necessary to 
ence Roman Catholicism can throw into the | begin by destroying all their false religious 
Tue Jesuits have never been more powerful in | truth. The best Catholics, those who - | 
France than since their expulsion. 80 long as still believe in their priests and obey them, | 
they were free to carry on their own plans in their | never come near our evangelistic meetings. The | 
own way there existed a sort of antagonism worst only—those who are, in part at least, . 
between them and the Secular clergy. Now that | emancipated from the domination of the priests— 5 
they have no legal right to be in France they have | are the only persons who come to hear us. And N 
had to sink all differences and join bands with all their ignorance in regard to the Gospel is m- 5 
other Roman er and agencies. To credible: they have never heard about the Bible 80 
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LATE SECRETARY. 
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FURTHER — suunines IN THE LOSS THE ALLIANCE 


HAS SUSTAINED. 


RESOLUTIONS AND EXTRACTS. 
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tt H. B. Dawsox, Secretary of the Irish Branch, sends the 
| t a meeting of the Council of the Irish Branch just held, 
1 to convey to your Council the deep sympathy of the Connell 
— 11 h on great loss stistained by Evangelical Alliance 
1 by death of the General Secretary, Mr. A. J. Arnold, who had 
‘ ight raise up one to worthily fill his place in 
The Rev. Jostam Srronc, Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance ior the 
States of America, forwards this resolution: The Board of Managers of 
: ted States Evangelical Alliance having been informed of the recent death of 
| tender their sincere sympathy to their British brethren in their bereavement, 
| | {| 4q Pi al 
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place upon record their high appreciation of the character and services of Mr. 
Arnold to the Alliance and also to the Christian Church, in all of whose great 
movements for the glory of God, and the good of men, he was active and interested. 


The Rev. A. F. Buscar writes from Lausanne: “ Our Canton de Vaud 
Branch of the Swiss Evangelical Alliance has requested me to convey to you the 
expression of our great sorrow for the loss of your admirable and devoted Secretary, 


Mr. A. J. Arnold. We all admired and the wonderful tact, Christian 
love, and firmness with which our handled all matters in connexion 
with our Alliance. His of ‘was very rare His earnest faith and 


NN of our principle, that of a living unity in Christ Himself, more 


The Cewrrat Commirrzz or tHe Swiss Brancn send warm expressions of 
regard from La Chaux de Fonds: “This devoted servant of the Alliance was a 
_ familiar friend to many of us in Switzerland, and was most helpful to us. His 

activity forwarded the understanding which existed between the 
different of the E ical Alliance. We join in sincere regrets at his 


The Rev. J. Caur ILL Waxt, Secretary of the Roman Branch, writes: “The 
severe illness of dear father has ted our writing earlier to express our 
deepest sorrow at the loss of your much valued Secretary. Mr. Arnold was ever the 
E ical unity in Italy, and on many occasions his services have 

of the utmost value to this branch of the Mliance, over which my father at 
present has the honour to preside. We trust that will be able to communicate 
triend's family.“ 

Count 7 van Brtanpr, ident of the Netherlands Branch, expresses sorrow 
Ito hear of the death of Mr. d. He was really the soul of our Alliance and 
lived for it many years. . . Nothing was too difficult for him: with God's 

he knew how to overcome all difficulties. Please tell your Council that our 
Committee feel the heavy loss which we all have sustained.” 

The Rev. F. W. Awnperson, secretary of the Constantinople Branch, sends 
i of meeting of the Evangelical Alliance: The committee hav 

heard with deep regret of the death of Mr. A. J. Arnold, resolved to 4 record 

as 


their-appreciation of, and thankfulness for, his devoted and val services 
: ially to remember with 


_ his great interest in, and the help he so often gave, to the cause of 
vangelical Christianity in this Empire.” 

The Rev. Canon C. D. BrLL, v b., writing from Florence says: “I have been 
travelling abroad, or should have written sooner to exprese my sorrow and sympathy 
with the loss you have sustained in the death of Mr. A. J. Arnold. [ was 
much struck with his earnestness and fervour in promoting the cause of true 
Christian Unity on the highest and only Scriptural grounds, and with his sympathy 
in the cause of 23 He never spared himself ben by personal effort he 
could ensure success any conference or meeting he had undertaken to manage. 

Pastor O. Funcxe, of Bremen, remarks: “The announcement of Mr. Arnold's 
death has deeply moved me. When, two years ago, he asked me tos in London 
for the German Branch of the Evangelical A we exchanged some friend] 


letters. For our dear brother I rejoice, that he has now reached the goal where 
his ways tended—that he has the land of the dying for the land of the 


Past. Tx. Mowon, of Paris, says: “ The Committee of the French Branch of 
the Evangelical Alliance desire to express to the Committee in London their sense 
Wy our common cuuse in the death of ite valued General 
— r. Arnold, w ristian courtesy and indefatigable kindness we have 
80 often occasion to iate.”’ * 
brethren, his willingness to hear and to weigh opposing statements, and 
⁰· Never was 
— | 
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91 Mr. A. Vucnz Sarastn, at Berne, expresses regret that Mr. Arnold has 
3 been removed by death from the important ition he held in the Council. The 


The Rev. D. A. Anverrim, writing from Aneby, Sweden, remarks: “I 
regret to hear of the death of Mr. A. J. Arnold. He was « friend of nd of 
myself. He longed for a conference in Sweden, and had given me a promise to 
arrange one in 2 


2 


d 


personal and in that capecity has left an additional void to that caused by the 
of several other honoured servants of Christ who have with him been 
urch triumphant. 


= 


friends 
have sent him warm testimonies of the regard had for his 
y with his family in this severe bereavement. He has 


been unable to acknow 
and trusts that those who have not heard him direct will be kind enough to 
accept this expression of sincere appreciation of their kindness. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Tre usual monthly meeting of Council was held on Thursday, May 12, Sir 
Theodore Ford presiding. Scripture was read by the Chairman, and prayer 


* 
— 


New Mzunzxs. 
The following were unanimously admitted to membership :— 
Key. W. E. Gilliat, Tunbridge Wells. Mr. E. Atkin, London. 
Mr. J. Herklots, Tunbridge Wells. Mrs. Mell. London. 
Rev. H. S. Brooke, Tunbridge Wells. | Mr. W. A. Kingscote, London. 
Captain F. H. Tonge, London. 


Oprrvary. 
Reference was made to the death of Dean Vahl, of Denmark, and of Lieut.- 
Colonel Wilmot Brooke. | 
FINance. 
The Chairman drew attention to the gradual decrease ‘in the income of the 
Alliance, shown especially during the last seven years, and the increase in expendi- 


ture, which has been chiefly ht about by the large ial funds collected for 
persecuted Christians. It was ved that the attention of all friends of the Alliance 
should be called to this at once. ? é 

ConvVERSAZIONE. 


S of this pleasant gathering at Regent's Park 
College. A great debt of gratitude is due from the Council to the President, the 


Rev. G. P. Gould, for his most kind hospitality, and to the friends from abroad who 
were good enough to speak of their work. 
Weex or Universat Prayer. 
A Member of Council kindly consented to draw up a draft letter of invitation to 


Christian people throughout the world to observe this blessed time of united prayer 
in 1899, as in previous years. | . 
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Bonemwiax Cavacwns. 

The offer of a member of the Alliance to present the congratulations of the 
Council to the brethren who are meeting for their Annual Conference at Pilsen was 
accepted with sincere thanks. x 

Rewer or Paasecvren Cwarstians Disteess. 


Bag Aig cage ing conversation on this subject took place, in which Dr. 
Baedeker, who has much experience in the distribution of relief, took part. 
It was felt that the Council must continue to exercise the same care as before 
the administration of the special funds entrusted to them. 


— — 


SOUTH LONDON BRANCH. 


the generous host and for the hearty reception they had given to the 
mem of the South London Branch of the Alliance. The Rev. H. 
Grainger pronounced the Benediction, and thus closed a very profitable meeting. 


— — 


THE LATE REV. G. MARTIN CLARIS. 


undertook for the Lord's sake. “Bo manish blessing rested upon his work that 44 
church was absolutely essential to accommodate the large congregation regularly 


worshipping in the present incommodious building. The Church was approaching. 


completion when the energetic worker himself was called to higher service for Christ 


* 


A vERY pleasant social reunion of this Branch was held on Friday, May 20, at the 

of Scripture by the Chairman (Mr. Griffiths), Rev. H. Grainger offered 
prayer. The minutes of the previous meeting having been adopted, Mr. Benham 
and family the late General Secretary, Mr. A. J. Arnold, and of cordial 
sympathy with the Council of the Alliance in the great loss they had sustained. 

The Rev. Joseph Woodhouse referred to the removal of Mr. Arnold from the ; ; 

work he so much loved and so ably conducted, pointing out that while his death was 
widely mourned, the Lord whom he served remained with the Alliance to carry on 
its im t operations. Hvangelical Christendom was referred to in the hope that 
spending their holdayn on the Continent would make concerning 
a Protestant work, and forward particulars to the Editor. 

e Rev. M. Nachim then gave a most interesting address on behalf of work 
amongst the Jews. He mentioned that he was a Russian Christian Jew. Referring 
when 
a little child asked him if he loved Jesus. This chi 1 
means of opening his eyes to the truth as it is in Christ. pore 
Mr. Nachim had been labouring for the conversion of his Jewish wc ey — 
the Jews were coming to a knowledge of Christ in much larger numbers peop 
— 7 yy Much interest was aroused in the spiritual condition of God's 
ancient 

The Rev. H. R. T. Jackson, acting Secretary, also ein thetic terms of | 
the late and his conspicuous abilities. was made to 
the finances of 
of late years for the benefit of Christians in different parts of the world. | 
There was no question that the amounts sent to the Armenians, the Stundists, and 
— 
Tuts deceased clergyman was a warm and interested supporter of the Evangelical 
Alliance. He was the first vicar of the Church of St. Barnabas, Clapham Common. 
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Tuts Alliance was organised in 

behevers together in the fellowship of Christ 
united prayer, the observance of the Lord’ 
Acting Secretary.—Rev. R. H. T. Jacxson. 
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